
1/24/10 

1 

Travels and 
Migratory 

Diasporas of 
the ‘Vikings’ 
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’Viking Age’ 

19th C. 
Romanticism 

nowadays 

Capital One®: Vikings commercial   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7‐V9DVAPnQ 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Explorers

Farmers

Settlers

Merchants

Ship-
builders

Raiders Discoverers
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7th-8th C.: increase in trade 

Contact w/ Western Europe 

Early settlement 

Reasons for movements? 
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Mid-9th Century�

 increase in raids 

 Franks affected 

 alliances & exploitation 

 first winter in Ireland  

 Danish arrival in Ireland 
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Concentration of activities 
sway Ireland-England-Frankia 

860s-70s ‘Great Army’ 
conquers Eastern England 
(reconquered in early 10th C)�

954 Erik Bloodaxe dies, K of 
York also 
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Late 9th C. settlement of Faroe Islands, 
Iceland (Althing, godar) 

Althing votes for Christianity (1000) 

10th C. settlement of Greenland 
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11th Century, Leif 
Erikson & Co. reach 
North America 

No long-term 
settlement 

Digs at L’Anse aux 
Meadows (the 
Ingstad‘s) 
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Finds of silver treasures abundant 
in Swedish island of Gotland 

Eastward reach the Black Sea, 
Constantinople 

Scandinavian dynasties (Rus) 

10th Century discovery of Hindu 
Kush silver 

Decline in Islamic Silver 
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Late 10th C: renewed, intense 
activity in England 

Short but expansive rule: 
1013 Sven Forkbeard conquers 
England 
1015 Knut Svensson (the Great) 
King, stops Viking raids 
1066 Harold Godwinesson 
succeeds to throne 

Norman Invasion (1066) 
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Linguistic evidence in English�

 Place names, e.g. -by, -thorpe 

 Frequent open-class words, 
 e.g. window, egg, sister? 

 Closed-class words,    
      pronouns,  prepositions  

 e.g., 3rd person plural
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